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12 September 2022 

 

 

Dear parents 

 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

 

The longest reigning monarch in British history, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, has been quietly present in 

all our lives and we will remember her fondly.  Our thoughts are very much with the Royal Family at this 

time and we join the nation in thanking Her Majesty for her extraordinary lifetime of service.  

 

To mark the occasion of the State Funeral of Her Majesty, the UK Government has announced that Monday 

19 September 2022 will be a national bank holiday. 

 

The bank holiday will allow people to pay their respects to Her Majesty and commemorate Her reign, while 

marking the final day of the period of national mourning. 

 

The national bank holiday will see all schools in the United Kingdom, including schools in Powys, close for 

the day next week. 

 

Powys schools will re-open on Tuesday 20 September 2022. 

 

Welcome Back 

 

I hope that you had an enjoyable summer break with your families and were able to make the most of the 

dry weather. 

 

We are already into the ‘swing’ of the new academic year and school is a buzz of activity already. 

 

New Starters 

 

We welcome our new starters in Reception as well as pupils who have joined us from elsewhere; we hope 

that your child(ren) will be very happy at Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes.  If you have any queries, the school 

website is a good place to look, Home - Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes Primary School.  Otherwise, speak to 

your child’s class teacher or give the office a ring. 

 

Parents of Reception children, please read this letter regarding Universal Primary Free School Meals 

(UPFSM), https://llanidloes.powys.sch.uk/useful-information/letters-to-parents/, and make sure that you set 

up a Parent Pay account.  Activation letters with information on setting up your ParentPay account will be 

sent home with your child from Thursday 15 September.  See Tania in the school office if you have any 

queries. 
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Safeguarding 

 

Reminder - before 8.45 am pupils are not supervised on school grounds unless they are booked into Breakfast 

Club (via ParentPay).  Registration opens at 8.55 am – thank you for ensuring that your child is in school on 

time. 

 

Reminder – if your child requires regular or occasional medication in school, please contact the office to fill 

in an up-to-date consent form.  Please ensure that your child’s medication (including inhalers) is in-date and 

that our records are up-to-date.  For example, if your child no longer needs an inhaler, please inform the 

school office so that our records can be amended. 

 

School Security 

As you are aware, the security fencing around the whole school site has been completed by the local 

authority.  While we wait for PCC to fit a secure entry system (for visitors) to the main gates, we will fit a 

temporary system at certain times when the front of school is used by pupils.  Of course, pupils will always 

be supervised by a member of staff at these times.  You will still be able to enter the school grounds during 

the day should you need to; please use the pedestrian gate to the right of the ‘dragon’ gates. 

 

NUT FREE SCHOOL 

 

Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes is a nut-free school.  We have a number of pupils with severe allergies which can 

lead to an anaphylactic response.  It is imperative that you avoid sending any food into school that contains 

peanuts, nuts or sesame seeds.  

 

 

 

 

Cost of Living Crisis 

 

• Breakfast Club 

 

The local authority is providing funding to schools in order to support families during the cost of 

living crisis.  This means that Breakfast Club is now free of charge for all pupils.  When this extra 

funding runs out, the cost will return to £1 per session.  Please continue to book in advance via 

ParentPay so that we know how many pupils to cater for. 

 

• Uniform 

Schools across Wales have received a letter form the Minister for Education, Jeremy Miles, where 

he states the following about school uniforms: 

 

“We know that school uniform and other such items can be a financial burden, particularly for lower 

income and large families.  The cost of living crisis has meant families are seeing a cut to their 

household budgets.  While many lower income families are eligible for PDG Access, the most 

generous scheme in the UK, we know that thousands of families continue to struggle financially.  This 

situation will only intensify with the further energy price rise in October.  […] I know that uniform 

for this academic year has already been agreed and many families may have already purchased these 

items.  However, in this transitional period I would ask that schools provide leniency regarding the 

need for branded uniform and to consider how their uniform policies may be made more inclusive in 

the meantime.” 

 

With this in mind, please do not worry if your child’s polo shirt, sweatshirt etc does not display the 

school’s logo.  If you would prefer an iron-on logo, please contact the school office who can advise 

you further.  We try very hard to keep our school uniform prices as low as possible, but please feel  

 



 

free to use other options for sourcing your child’s uniform.  A plain white polo shirt is often a cheaper 

option and can be sourced easily.  However, some parents find that this is not always a cost-effective 

option as white polo shirts get mucky very quickly!  Such is the nature of busy children in ‘white’ 

clothing. 

 

Second hand clothing is available from the school office for a small fee.  School will gratefully 

receive donations of any good quality uniform that you may have.  Thank you. 

 

RSE Code and Guidance 

 

There has been much discussion in the media about the Relationships and Sexuality Education Code that has 

come into effect with the new curriculum.  I want to put your minds at rest.  The RSE Code and associated 

guidance outlines the core learning to be covered, clearly stating that it should be developmentally 

appropriate.  Welsh Government have issued the following statement to support schools in communicating 

the changes to parents: 

 

“We want education to help our children to develop as healthy, confident individuals, ready for the next 

chapter in their life after school.  The Curriculum for Wales will begin to be rolled out in schools from 

September 2022.  It has a key role to play in helping children and young people navigate the world safely. 

 

‘Sex and Relationships Education’ (SRE) will change to ‘Relationships and Sexuality Education’ (RSE) in 

the new curriculum.  The change of title is deliberate – with a renewed focus on Relationships.  Parents have 

a central role to play in supporting their children.  There is also a crucial role for schools - especially in a 

world where there is so much incorrect and misleading information and harmful materials circulating 

online.  RSE plays an important role for the safeguarding and protection of all learners in Wales. 

 

Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) will be a mandatory element of the Curriculum for Wales – so 

that every child has a right to access the full curriculum.  It will also be part of a whole school approach 

including anti bullying and learning about violence against woman and online safety.  The RSE code has 

been published to give parents and carers clarity and transparency about what their children will learn and 

when. 

 

The aim is to gradually build learners’ knowledge, skills and values as they develop, emphasising the social 

and emotional aspects of relationships.  Education about relationships in early development should focus 

on the building of self-esteem by encouraging learners to value themselves; recognise and communicate 

their feelings and form friendships.  For example, at age 5, children currently in the Foundation Phase learn 

about relationships with parents, family and friends - not romantic relationships.  This will be mirrored in 

the new curriculum. 

 

The concept of general ‘consent’ will be introduced in early development and the learning is outlined in the 

RSE Code – ‘an awareness of the need to seek agreement in order to share, for example toys.  An awareness 

of everyone’s right to privacy, personal boundaries’. 

 

Up until the end of primary school children will learn about the following as set out in the RSE Code: 

 

• Developing empathy and kindness through positive interactions. 

• Promoting awareness that there are different types of families and relationships – and everyone is 

unique. 

• Learning how human beings change as they grow. 

• Recognising the importance of looking after yourself and personal hygiene. 

• Learning the right words for all body parts. 

• Knowing the benefits of asking for help and who to ask for help. 

• Realising that everyone has a right to privacy and to understand the general idea of consent in 

everyday dealings with others. 

• Being able to interact with others in a way that is fair and respectful to all. 

 



 

Please see this link for more information rse-info-22.pdf (gov.wales). 

 

PE 

 

We ask that pupils continue to wear their PE kits to school on PE days. 

 

Thank You 

 

Last year, the year 5 enterprise project was a huge success.  Pupils pitched their business plans to Deborah 

Meaden (aka Mrs Chennetier) in the Dragons’ Den before busily preparing their fundraising events.  Thanks 

to your generosity, the events raised £740.69 and our current year 6 pupils have already submitted ideas for 

the school’s spending plan such as maths games, technology equipment and playground resources. 

 

Calendar 

 

Please continue to refer to the school calendar on the website, https://llanidloes.powys.sch.uk/calendar/, for 

future events such as parents’ evenings, harvest festival, events and non-pupil days.  The next non-pupil 

INSET day is Friday 7 October.  

 

Yours sincerely 

Yn gywir 

 

Mrs E Chennetier 

 

Headteacher 

Pennaeth 
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