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Purpose 

 

This policy is a statement of the aims and what matters for Languages, Literacy and 

Communication at Llanidloes CP School. 

 

It should be read in conjunction with the following school policies: 

 

Teaching and Learning Policy 

Curriculum Statement 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy 

 

This policy will improve teaching and learning by ensuring that all staff understand 

the core aims and key objectives for teaching Languages, Literacy and 

Communication. 

 

 

Area of Learning and Experience – Key Aims 

 

The Languages, Literacy and Communication (LLC) Area of Learning and 

Experience (AoLE) addresses fundamental aspects of human communication.  It 

aims to support learning across the whole curriculum and to enable learners to gain 

knowledge and skills in Welsh, English and international languages as well as in 

literature. 

 

The four statements that express what matters in this AoLE are addressed 

holistically.  This means that different languages will be explored in relation to one 

another; so too the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  It also means 

that learning about and through literature should be seen as contributing to all 

aspects of learning about languages.  The statements support and complement one 

another and together they contribute to realising the four purposes of the 

curriculum. 

 

Learning and experience in this AoLE aims to enable learners to communicate 

effectively using Welsh, English and international languages.  It aims to encourage 

learners to transfer what they have learned about how languages work in one 

language to the learning and using of other languages.  This multilingual and 

plurilingual approach is intended to ignite learners’ curiosity and enthusiasm and 

provide them with a firm foundation for a lifelong interest in the languages of 

Wales and the languages of the world; and thus to make them ambitious, capable 

learners, ready to learn throughout their lives. 

 

This readiness to learn is further supported since effective language skills help 

learners to make sense of concepts across the curriculum, for example by enabling 

them to articulate their reasoning when solving problems and analysing 

information.  Effective multilingual skills deepen this ability as they enable learners 

to respond in many more contexts. 

 

Given that a key aspect of effective language learning is the willingness to 

experiment and take risks in trying out new structures, sounds and patterns, 



3 

YGL Languages, Literacy and Communication Policy 2020 

learning and experience in this AoLE can empower learners to be creative and to 

persevere when facing challenges.  Together, these skills can build learners’ 

confidence to grasp new opportunities and to adapt to different roles which in turn 

can develop them as enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part 

in life and work. 

 

In this AoLE, languages are seen as a key to social cohesion, which can promote 

better local, national and global understanding.  The aim is to encourage learners to 

engage critically with languages and literature in order to help them develop not 

only their own sense of identity, but also an understanding of the relationship 

between their own cultures and communities and those of other people.  This 

understanding can be deepened as learners are afforded opportunities to learn 

multiple languages.  This linguistic knowledge and these skills are needed to 

participate confidently and empathetically in society, which contributes to 

developing learners as ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world. 

 

Engaging with this AoLE also helps learners to become healthy, confident 

individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society as the skills 

promoted through languages, literacy and communication are key to enabling 

learners to express themselves effectively, to be open to other people’s points of 

view and to develop positive relationships. 

 

 

Statements of what matters 

 

Languages connect us 

 

Languages connect us with people, places and communities.  This AoLE is 

designed to equip learners, as citizens of a bilingual Wales in a multilingual world, 

with the ability to use Welsh, English and international languages.  Meaningful 

learning experiences in a multilingual context go hand in hand with learning about 

one’s own cultural identity as well as the cultural identities of others.  Engagement 

with this AoLE can therefore foster in learners pride in their sense of identity and 

belonging to Wales as well as the world. 

 

By raising an awareness of the diversity of languages from a young age, the aim is 

to enable learners to recognise similarities between languages and to embrace the 

differences between them.  Learning and experience in this AoLE can support 

learners to develop an understanding of the origins, evolution and features of 

Welsh, English and international languages, providing them with a set of skills such 

as creativity, mediation, adaptability and empathy. 

 

Understanding languages is key to understanding the world around us 

 

Languages and literacy are fundamental to human communication.  They enable us 

to make sense of what is heard, read and seen, and thus to develop our 

understanding, empathy and our ability to respond and to mediate effectively. 
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This AoLE aims to provide learners with opportunities to experience spoken and 

written language, as well as images, in a range of forms and genres.  The rich and 

varied nature of these experiences can improve learners’ ability to become creative 

and enterprising in their use of Welsh, English and international languages.  They 

can also help learners to develop the skills to become unbiased and critically-aware 

interpreters of what they hear, read and see in order to interact as capable, informed 

citizens of Wales and the world. 

 

Expressing ourselves through languages is key to communication 

 

Clear and effective communication through spoken and written language is an 

important life skill.  It calls for the ability to use and adapt language in a range of 

roles, genres, forms, media and styles.  In a bilingual and multilingual context, this 

also calls for the ability to choose an appropriate language and to mediate. 

 

In this AoLE, learners should be given opportunities to speak and write in order to 

be effective as they interact, explore ideas, express viewpoints, knowledge and 

understanding and build relationships.  The learning and experience supports them 

to develop an awareness of how they use language as they experience opportunities 

to express themselves for different purposes and audiences in both Welsh and 

English as well as international languages. 

 

Literature fires imagination and inspires creativity 

 

Literature expands horizons.  In all its forms it can inspire and motivate us, while 

also helping us to learn more about language and communication. 

 

This AoLE provides learners with literary experiences that can engage them as 

listeners, viewers, readers, narrators and creators.  These experiences support them 

to appreciate a creator’s craft as well as develop their own creative skills.  They 

should be encouraged to experience and respond to a variety of literature that gives 

them insight into the culture, people and history of Wales as well as the wider 

world.  Through this, as their understanding of their own and other people’s 

experiences, beliefs and cultures is enhanced, learners can develop their ability to 

demonstrate empathy.  This in turn can contribute to their emotional and mental 

well-being.  In all, the literary experiences offered aim to spark learners’ 

imagination and creativity and help to build a lifelong love of literature. 

 

 

Principles of progression 

 

Increasing breadth and depth of knowledge 

Deepening understanding of the ideas and disciplines within AoLE 

Refinement and growing sophistication in the use and application of skills 

Making connections and transferring learning into new contexts 

Increasing effectiveness as a learner 

 

 

Descriptions of Learning – Progression Steps 
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Descriptions of learning provide guidance on how learners should progress within 

each statement of what matters as they journey through the continuum of learning. 

 

Learning in languages, literacy and communication in our curriculum - Cross-

curricular skills and integral skills 

 

The curriculum embeds the mandatory cross-curricular skills and the integral skills 

that underpin the four purposes of the curriculum.  The following are some key 

principles of learning and teaching in the Languages, Literacy and Communication 

AoLE. 

 

Cross-curricular skills 

 

Literacy 

 

Literacy will be at the heart of this AoLE, across all statements of what matters.  

Literacy skills will be explicitly taught in this Area.  These can allow learners to 

express themselves, to understand and interpret written and spoken language and to 

articulate meaning.  We will plan for the application and development of learners’ 

literacy skills across the curriculum at every progression step. 

 

Numeracy 

 

In this AoLE there are often opportunities to use literacy and numeracy skills 

together, for example when working out worded problems.  We will provide 

opportunities to explore numeracy in different languages; through the medium of 

Welsh, which can consolidate conceptual understanding. 

 

Digital competence 

 

Learning in this AoLE will provide opportunities to use different methods of digital 

communication.  Learners will learn how to compose clear and appropriate 

messages tailored for particular audiences, sharing, collaborating, editing and 

adapting, as required.  Opportunities will also be offered for them to collaborate 

locally and globally through digital platforms in order to increase awareness and 

understanding of different languages and cultures.  Using technology when learning 

about literature will help learners deepen their understanding beyond the text in 

front of them. 

 

Integral skills 

 

Creativity and innovation 

 

Learning in this AoLE will provide opportunities to experiment with and use 

languages creatively in order to give learners the confidence to take risks, to 

express opinions and to generate ideas across languages that can lead to innovative 

outcomes.  They will develop their creativity through opportunities to create and 

perform literature.  Creative expression will enhance learners’ understanding of the 

key concepts as well as the method of expression itself. 
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Critical thinking and problem-solving 

 

In this AoLE, listening, reading, speaking and writing will underpin the 

development of critical thinking and problem-solving.  These skills will be honed 

by communicating with others in order to understand situations and articulate ideas 

and to develop responses to problems. 

 

Personal effectiveness 

 

Learners will develop their personal effectiveness and self-awareness when 

learning and using their languages, which will in turn support learning across the 

whole curriculum.  Providing a language-rich environment will support all learners 

to reflect on their own strengths in language use, and identify their own areas of 

development in order to continuously enhance their language and communication 

skills. 

 

Planning and organising 

 

Learning in this AoLE will enable learners to develop the skills to select and use 

appropriate sources and information.  This should allow them to organise ideas, to 

create effective plans and to develop creative works.  Given the opportunity to use 

literacy skills to present plans and implement solutions with clarity, learners can 

reflect on their work and plan and implement further improvements. 

 

 

Broad Content 

 

Languages, Literacy and Communication are developed through oracy, reading and 

writing.  These areas should be developed in an integrated way, with each 

supporting the development of the other. 

 

Oracy – developing speaking and listening through planned opportunities: drama, 

debate, role play, storytelling, news, interviews, presentations, talk partners, circle 

time, check-in, etc.  Pupils have many opportunities to speak to a wider audience 

through addressing visitors, trips into the local community, class assemblies, 

Christmas plays and carol services, the school Eisteddfod and initiatives such as 

‘BookSlam’.  They also develop their oracy skills through opportunities to 

represent the school on the School Council, Criw Cymraeg and on the New 

Curriculum AoLE groups. 

 

Reading – structured schemes for individual and guided reading, real books, 

phonics and word recognition teaching, book studies, library skills, text immersion, 

etc. 

 

Writing – a range of contexts and stimuli covering story, poetry, plays and the six 

non-fiction text types, teaching of spelling through structured schemes, shared, 

paired and individual writing, teaching of punctuation, grammar, handwriting etc. 
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Teaching Strategies 

 

We believe children learn best when: 

 

• prior learning is established and content is relevant and meaningful to the 

child; 

• they are actively involved in their learning; 

• they are given time to play, explore, question and experiment with language 

and vocabulary; 

• they feel that their ideas and opinions are valued; 

• they are confident about taking risks in order to extend their understanding 

and skills development. 

 

We advocate the use of Pie Corbett and Sue Palmer strategies, developing Talk for 

Writing, with an emphasis on modelling and shared writing to improve standards.   

 

A typical structure for a unit of work would be: 

 

• Text type immersion and analysis – storytelling, drama, hot seating, 

analysis of texts and key features, visualisation, vocabulary extension etc.  

This element enables oracy and reading to develop. 

• Skills development – modelling, shared and guided writing, enabling 

honing of skills linked to genre, linked to further reading analysis and 

vocabulary development, and related punctuation and grammar work.  

Formulation of success criteria for the genre. 

• Writing – use of writing frames and guides to support work, shared, peer 

and individual writing, applying the skills developed. 

• Reflect – on both the learning and the process of the learning, revisiting the 

success criteria. 

 

 

The Learning Environment 

 

The pupils’ learning environment will extend beyond the immediate classroom, and 

use will be made of the outdoors wherever appropriate.  The curriculum will be 

enhanced by real experiences and the use of visitors and professionals to school 

whenever possible, and by making use of the library service. 

 

 

Developing Thinking 

 

Learners develop their thinking across the curriculum through the processes of 

planning, developing and reflecting. 

 

Learners explore, plan, develop and reflect on ideas through speech, reading and 

writing, responding to their own work as well as that of others.  They analyse, 

structure and organise their work; use language creatively; use errors and 

unexpected outcomes to develop their learning; use their knowledge about language 
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to explain and predict; describe links and similarities in language; identify patterns 

and formulate rules; discuss their language learning and evaluate their success. 

 

 

Developing ICT 

 

Learners develop their ICT skills across the curriculum by finding, developing, 

creating and presenting information and ideas and by using a wide range of 

equipment and software.  Learners develop their ICT skills by communicating and 

sharing information, and by using technology to research, develop and present their 

work. 

 

 

Assessment for Learning (AfL) 

 

We encourage pupils to be independent in their learning.  Each class has an AfL 

display which supports pupils to develop independence through using their ‘brain, 

buddy, book, board, boss’ strategies, self and peer-assessment and using purple 

polishing pens to improve their work. 

 

 

Additional Learning Needs 

 

Staff will plan work that will enable all pupils to access the curriculum and develop 

the skills that are appropriate for them at that stage of their learning.  Use will be 

made of practical activities, practical resources and TAs in class wherever possible. 

 

SEN/ALN/EAL– staff will ensure that specific needs are supported to enable pupils 

to develop their language, literacy and communication skills. 

 

MAT – MAT pupils will be provided with opportunities to extend their skills to the 

higher levels. 

 

 

Equal Opportunities 

 

We endeavour to provide equal opportunities to all our pupils, regardless of gender, 

race or ability.  See Equal Opportunities policy for further details. 

 

 

Health and Safety 

 

The school follows the recommendations made by Powys County Council.  The 

school will carry out risk assessments of activities that fall outside of ordinary 

classroom expectations, including off-site activities.  All adults having access to 

pupils will be subject to the Local Authorities policy on DBS checking.  See Health 

and Safety, Safeguarding and Child Protection policies for further details. 
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Assessment 

 

Teachers will assess children’s development in oracy, reading and writing in a 

variety of ways: 

 

Short term assessments inform weekly planning, and allow staff to adjust planning 

in order to meet the needs of individual pupils.  These short term ‘on-the-go’ 

assessments are communicated to the pupils, alongside self or peer-assessment 

enable pupils to understand the next steps of their development and how to achieve 

it.  See Marking Policy for further information.  They may also include spelling 

tests, checks on sight vocabulary, and comments in reading records. 

 

Medium term assessments are recorded to track pupils’ progress in specific skills, 

and these judgments also inform future planning, as well as helping towards 

summative assessments.  Use is made of recording devices in classes, to record 

speaking activities to aid assessment.  Work in pupil’s books is retained as evidence 

of writing.  Additional screening may take place if concerns raised about a pupil’s 

progress or tests are sometimes used to track progress over a few months.  All 

assessments will inform teachers when making judgements about attainment on 

Incerts, the schools recording and tracking system. 

 

Summative assessments are the end of year assessments which are passed to future 

teachers. 

 

Pupils in year 2 and year 6 will be assessed against the Foundation Phase Outcomes 

and Level Descriptors respectively, unless disapplied from the curriculum.  A range 

of formal standardised tests are used to assess pupils’ progress, including reading 

and spelling tests. 

 

 

Reporting to Parents 

 

This is carried out through formal parent evenings and an annual written report 

which includes a way forward for the following year. 

 

Parents of pupils in year 2 and year 6 will also be informed of the outcomes/levels 

that the children have reached, and will be provided with comparative data 

alongside this. 

 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

 

The purpose of monitoring and evaluation activities is to raise the overall quality of 

teaching and levels of pupil attainment.  The co-ordinator, SLT and headteacher 

will monitor the quality of teaching and learning as part of the school’s self-

evaluation policy and monitoring cycle, together with the teaching staff.  The 

quality of Languages, Literacy and Communication in the school will also be 

inspected as part of any ESTYN inspection of the school as a whole. 
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Monitoring will focus on the development of the subject specific literacy skills and 

the use of literacy skills across the curriculum. 

 

 

Resources 

 

Oracy 

 

Pupil Voice engages children in expressing their ideas, views and opinions across a 

range of subjects and learning experiences and especially in planning termly topics.  

All pupils have access to technology such as iPads/laptops, etc, to record video 

clips or oral presentations and as part of DCF pupils create plays or presentations 

using apps, such as Puppet Pals, Green Screen and iMovies.  Internet access and 

Interactive Boards in every class enables audio/visual clips and other teaching aids, 

such as Power Point Presentations to be used to support learning. 

 

Reading 

 

The Oxford Reading Tree is the main structured reading scheme within school.  

This is supplemented by additional books for specific purposes, e.g. Rapid Reader 

Nessy and Five Minute Box are available to support pupils further.  Rigby 

Navigator, with additional Project X books are the main Guided Reading books. 

 

Writing 

 

Pupils are given many opportunities to write across a range of genres through 

engaging with the New Curriculum and planning their own learning experiences 

and topics.  Big Write supported by VCOP displays support the development of 

writing skills throughout the school.  Sue Palmer writing frames are used and Big 

Books are available with examples of different writing genres. 

 

Handwriting in the Foundation Phase is practised learning formations linked to 

families of letters; curly caterpillar, one-armed robot, long ladder and zig-zag 

letters.  From Year 2 children are encouraged to start joining their writing.  Cursive 

writing is expected from Year 3 onwards. 

 

Letters and Sounds, supplemented with Floppy’s Phonics and Jolly Phonics 

resources, is the main phonics and high frequency word scheme in Foundation 

Phase, and No-Nonsense Spelling is used in KS2. 

 

Collins Spelling Scheme is also available from Y2 if appropriate, and throughout 

KS2.  

 

 

The Role of the Languages, Literacy and Communication Co-ordinator and 

AoLE Team 
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At Llanidloes Primary School we have a designated member of staff who acts as a 

coordinator for Languages, Literacy and Communication.  At present the co-

ordinator is Mrs Diane Savage. 

 

We have also recently established AoLE teams which are working to implement the 

New Curriculum.  These are responsible for: 

 

• Identifying and leading development of the teaching of Languages, Literacy 

and Communication to all pupils; 

• Reviewing the whole school policy as per the school’s policy review 

programme; 

• Developing Languages, Literacy and Communication to ensure coverage of 

range and skills within a pupil led topic-based approach; 

• Monitoring, evaluating and reviewing the effectiveness of the school’s 

Languages, Literacy and Communication programme as per the monitoring 

policy arrangements; 

• Monitoring of standards of attainment in Languages, Literacy and 

Communication skills and understanding throughout the school; 

• Organisation and audit of resources; 

• Keeping abreast of developments in English and leading new initiatives at a 

school level. 

 


